Sermon Text Matthew 11:1-15 (ESV)

Malachi 3:13-4:6 (ESV)
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When Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in their cities.
Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples

and said to him, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?"

And Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see:

the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up,
and the poor have good news preached to them.

And blessed is the one who is not offended by me."

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: "What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?

What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in
kings' houses.

What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.

This is he of whom it is written, "'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way
before you.'

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one
who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it
by force.

For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John,
and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come.

He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

Malachi 3:13-4:6
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"Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, 'How have we spoken against you?'

You have said, 'It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning
before the LORD of hosts?

And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape."

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book
of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name.

"They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare
them as a man spares his son who serves him.

Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God
and one who does not serve him.

"For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The
day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.

But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out
leaping like calves from the stall.

And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act,
says the LORD of hosts.

"Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.
"Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes.

And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and
strike the land with a decree of utter destruction."



